














It gives us great pleasure to welcome you back to the Criterion Theatre 
following the enforced closure over these last few months. From the 
moment that the production of Lovesong came to a premature halt after 
just two performances back in March, members across the company 
have been working hard to welcome back live theatre onto the stage.

YOU AND CRI

Whereas once one of the main activities at the 
theatre were the reading of plays, it feels like this has 
been replaced in more recent times by the reading 
of Government guidance, which reads as clearly as 
any work of the Theatre of the Absurd. Mitigating risk; 
COVID secure; safety �rst; the modern-day stage 
directions. 

Whilst you will no doubt notice several di�erences to the usual Criterion 
experience, the one thing that has certainly remained the same is our 
commitment to ensuring that your visit to the theatre is thoroughly 
enjoyable, both on stage and o�.

I’m sure, like us, you’ll be rubbing your hands together to enjoy some 
quality theatre – with the obligatory hand sanitiser, of course! 

Enjoy the show!

If you’ve got a skill, or some time to give to learn a new one, then we’d 
love to welcome you on board; it could be anything from a couple of 
hours to a full-on set build! 
Here’s some areas that we’d always welcome some support with:

If you’d like to �nd out more, simply email 
welcome@criteriontheatre.co.uk 

Backstage: Wardrobe, props, set design, 
set construction, stage managing, 
prompting, lighting, sound, painting

Front of House: Box o�ce, co�ee bar, 
ice cream selling, working the bar, 
Front of House Management

Publicity, fundraising, social media, graphic design, facilities management, drama 
class teacher event management & many more



Despite the di�culty we’ve all faced over the last few months, the 
Criterion family has been pulling together to support both our 
community and the theatre itself. Here’s a few things that members 
have been up to:

The theatre was lit up in red as 
part of the #lightitinred 
national campaign, to show 
solidarity with all venues and 
employees in the arts and 
entertainment industry 
a�ected by the Lockdown. We 
also went blue to thank our 
amazing NHS!

Maureen Liggins decided to ensure that people 
remained stylish when covering up their faces, by 
creating a wide range of face coverings. As well as 
bringing some colour to lockdown, her e�orts 
also raised about £900 (and counting). 

Well done Mo!

LOCKDOWN LUVVIES

We’ve also provided space in the 
theatre car park for “Surf and Slice” 
who have been selling their wood 
�red pizzas on Thursday evenings 
since July.
A delicious way to support the local 
community and local business.



Bill Butler went a long way to raise a tidy 
sum for the theatre – 22.78 nautical miles to 
be exact – on his rowing machine.

In doing so, he not only completed the 3rd 
fastest rowing marathon in 2020 in his 
classi�cation, but also raised more than 
£1200 for the theatre. 

The row also linked into the Criterion’s �rst 
ever live streamed theatrical reading in 
August. “Pressure”, the story of the those 
responsible for predicting the weather for 
the D-Day invasion, was due to be 
performed on stage in May, but instead was 
performed by the cast to a “sold out” Zoom 
presentation on 28th August.

Staying on the colourful theme, Terry Cornwall 
decided that putting a rainbow in your window 
wasn’t enough, deciding instead to put one 
through his hair and beard. 
Some generous donations ensured that he raised 
over £600 for both the NHS and the theatre; proof 
that at the end of every rainbow is a pot of gold.

In fact, like many of us, the Theatre went online, 
with quizzes, “bar” nights and play readings all 
taking place via members’ computers, tablets and 
phones, giving them the  opportunity to stay in 
touch with each other.

Great examples of the Criterion Community Ethos!



Equality is at the heart of what the Criterion Theatre does. 
Opening access, being representative and acting with fairness 
and respect for all, are core strategic aims of the Board of 
Trustees. All of our processes and policies are driven by the 
aspiration for the Criterion Theatre to be a demonstrable place of 
opportunity for all with diverse and brilliant plays on stage and 
inclusive company and membership.

As a non-professional theatre working in the heart of a local 
community, our mission is for a membership that represents our 
local area and city; encompassing diversity in race, ethnicity, 
faith, disability, gender identity, class and economic 
disadvantage. We want to actively encourage, nurture and 
develop artists from the widest possible pool of talent and ensure 
that our work reaches the maximum audiences across our local 
community, city and region.

We are asking all our members, volunteers and stakeholders to 
sign up to an ethos of equality, diversity and inclusion, as 
individuals and as an organisation and to commit to furthering 
diversity within our company and beyond it into the wider 
theatre and arts arena.

The theatre has produced a document that outlines our guiding 
principles with regard to equality, diversity and inclusion within 
our organisation. This can be viewed in full at 
www.criteriontheatre.co.uk/edi/policy 

EQUALITY, DIVERSITY AND 
INCLUSION POLICY STATEMENT



THEATRE MEMORIES
If you enjoy reminiscing about plays you’ve seen at the theatre, 
we recommend you having a look at the revamped Criterion 
Archive, which was launched in July.

Featuring photos, reviews, and cast and crew records from over 
60 years of productions, it is the complete record of the 
Criterion’s onstage history. You can even share your own 
memories through the “My Memory” feature; whether it was a 
particular memory of watching a play or an involvement in the 
production process. Please note, any memories will be 
moderated! 

To visit the archive simply go to 
www.criteriontheatre.co.uk/archive   



PROMISES AUCTION
Friday 13th November 2020

from 7.30pm
In order to provide some valuable fund raising for the Criterion 
Theatre to keep us going well into 2021, the year of the theatres 60th 
birthday and the City of Culture, we are holding a  Grand Criterion 
Promises Auction.  

Promises
Are you good at making or growing something special or do you 
have a remarkable skill you would like to share/can share. Perhaps 
you know someone who might donate a night out or a speci�c 
service. Whatever it is you could  make a promise to our promises 
auction.

Registration now open for your promise at 
www.criteriontheatre.co.uk/promises/register or email: 
friends@criteriontheatre.co.uk

Auction
From 1st November you can view the promises in the catalogue and 
place bids on items at:  www.criteriontheatre.co.uk/promises/lots.  

The �nal bidding for items will be held on Friday 13th November via 
an online auction on Zoom, further details available on our website 
at www.criteriontheatre.co.uk



CRITERION FRIENDS
The Criterion Theatre is grateful to the following supporters for 
being Criterion Friends.

If you would like to become a Friend to the theatre and make a 
regular annual or monthly donation to enable us to keep going 
into the future please visit our Friends page on the website at  
www.criteriontheatre.co.uk/join/friend or e-mail  
friends@criteriontheatre.co.uk.

Criterion Friends making generous �nancial commitments 
through donations or regular giving since June 2019

Anonymous  Margaret Barwick
John and Wendy Baxter  Mick Forey
Pete Gillam and Anne-marie Greene  The McGowan Family
Ruth Miller and Bill Butler  Chris Murly
John and Kate Purcell  Jane and Keith Railton
George and Alex Rippon  Dr Jean Rowley
Judy and Simon Sharpe  Jill Smee
Zoe and Rob Wartnaby 

We would also like to thank all of our members and supporters 
who have made generous donations to the theatre during the past 
six months of uncertainty.  Whether big or small, every donation 
reminds us of the importants the Criterion has in people’s lives and 
the special sense of community it provides.

Hopefully it is a spirit that can maintain for another 60 years and 
beyond!






